Wills and Probate

Introduction
Whether you are making a will or dealing with the loss of a loved one, we are here to help you.
Our specialist solicitors have the experience to help you in all aspects of wills and probate and
will make sure they provide the support and advice that you may require.
We have set out some important information below that can help you along the way.
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Wills
While most people do not enjoy speaking about their will and what happens after they die,
it is important to ensure your wishes are dealt with and your loved ones are looked after. It
means you can have peace of mind that the people around you are protected. Our specialist
solicitors will help you through the process and be available for you to ask as many questions
as you need.
Our specialist solicitors will be able to advise you in terms of whether any inheritance tax is
payable. We undertake all our wills on a fixed fee basis and so there are no hidden fees once
you have instructed us.
It is worth thinking about the following when making a will:
1. Who to appoint to ensure your will is carried out properly. These people are known as
Executors and they collect in your assets, pay any liabilities and distribute your assets as
per your will.
2. If you have young children, who would want to look after them should anything happen to
you before they reach 16.
3. Who you wish to benefit from your will (these are known as beneficiaries)
4. If you wish to make sure a certain person receives a specific item, for example your house,
jewellery or car.
5. If you wish to gift a sum of money to certain people, for example to grandchildren or
charities.
6. Who you would like to leave everything else to which has not already been include d in
your will to.
7. It is often useful to have a think about substitute beneficiaries in the event the person you
name dies before you.

For anyone you wish to add into your will, we require the full names and addresses for each
of them.
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Process of setting up a will
If you wish to instruct us in drafting your will, we will take the following steps:
1. Take your initial instructions – this is usually done in a face to face meeting but we
can also take instructions over the phone in some circumstances.
2. Draft your will and send it to you for approval.
3. Make any amendments you wish and arrange for you to sign your will.
4. Go through the will with you and obtain your signature in the presence of two
witnesses.
5. Ensuring the you are provided with a signed copy if you would like us to store the
original will.

How to make sure a will is valid
1. The will is made by someone over the age of 18 who fully understands the will and
has not been pressured into making the will.
2. It is in writing and has been signed and witnessed correctly.
3. It has been dated.

Once signed, it is important to ensure that the will is stored safely as the original will is
needed at some point in the future.
You are able to change your will as many times as you need and it is recommended
that you keep your will under review. If your circumstances change, you may wish to
change your will as well.
It may be that you want to change a small part of your will by either removing or
adding a section. This often can be done without the need of a brand new will and
something that we would be happy to advise you on.
If you would like one of our solicitors to review your existing will, please get in touch
with us.
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Probate
It can be a very difficult time when you lose someone close to you. Our specialist solicitors are
here to help if you need some advice or if you wish to instruct us to help you with the legal side
during this difficult time.
We undertake our Probate work on a fixed fee basis which will be set out for you when you first
instruct us. This ensures that you are aware of the costs.
If the deceased had a will, our solicitors will ensure that the Estate is distributed in accordance
with the will. If there is no will, the procedure changes slightly as the Intestacy Rules need to be
followed. If this is the case, your solicitor will make sure that they go through this in detail with
you to ensure the Estate has been distributed correctly.
Each probate case is different due the assets involved but the work we undertake includes:
1. Advising organisations of the death.
2. Obtaining information as to the assets and liabilities in the Estate.
3. If necessary, preparing the documents to enable you to applying for a Grant of Probate (if a
will) or Letters of Administration (of no will) from the Probate Registry.
4. Collecting in all the assets and ensuring that any debts of the Estate have been paid.
5. Distributing the Estate in accordance with the will or Intestacy Rules.
In terms of how long this process takes depends on how many assets there are in the Estate and
whether there are any complications along the way. We will ensure that the whole process is
dealt with as efficiently and quickly as possible.
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Get in touch
If you would like any more information, please contact one of our specialist solicitors today who
will be able to provide you with some advice. Your dedicated solicitor will ensure that they keep
you up to date throughout and help you with any queries you have throughout the whole process.
Freephone: 0800 0209167
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